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Title/ Author Summary Location

Grade 6

Adventure/ Fantasy

Maya and the Rising
Dark

Barron, Rena

Twelve-year-old Maya is a godling, half orisha and half human.  When her father goes missing, she is thrust into a
world both strange and familiar as she uncovers the truth. Her father is the guardian of the veil between our
world and the Dark—where an army led by the Lord of Shadows, the man from Maya’s nightmares, awaits. Her
neighborhood was once a safe haven. But now that the veil is failing, the Lord of Shadows is determined to
destroy the human world and it’s up to Maya to stop him.

Maya and the Rising Dark Trailer

Sora

The Midnight War of
Mateo Martinez

Yardi, Robin

Life is confusing for Mateo Martinez. He and Johnny Ramirez don't hang out anymore, even though they used to
be best friends. He and his new friend Ashwin try to act like brave knights, but it only gets them into trouble. And
last night, two skunks stole Mateo’s old trike. Wait - two skunks stole his trike? Mateo is too big for that rusty kid
toy. He has a cool, shining new bike anyway. But Mateo has a neighborhood to protect. And he's about to begin a
big, stinking quest to catch the thieves in the middle of the night!

Videos Author Robin Yardi

Sora  & OCLN

Squirm

Hiassen, Carl

A wickedly funny tale about snakes, grizzly bears, and a missing dad! This summer, Billy Dickens will fly across the
country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, and then try to save his own father.

Meet the Author: Carl Hiaasen (SQUIRM)

Sora and OCLN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IoJ6ff5FLY
https://robinyardi.com/videos/
https://youtu.be/YUTDPoFkoe0
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The Season of Styx
Malone

Magoon, Kekla

Caleb Franklin and his big brother Bobby Gene are excited to have adventures in the woods behind their house.
But Caleb dreams of venturing beyond their ordinary small town.  Then Caleb and Bobby Gene meet new
neighbor Styx Malone. Styx is sixteen and oozes cool. Styx promises the brothers that together, the three of them
can pull off the Great Escalator Trade–exchanging one small thing for something better until they achieve their
wildest dream. But as the trades get bigger, the brothers soon find themselves in over their heads. Styx has
secrets–secrets so big they could ruin everything.

The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon

Sora and OCLN

Magnus Chase

Riordan, Rick

Magnus Chase meets Percy Jackson!  Will the once homeless teen learn some pointers from Percy?  Will it be
enough to defeat the evil Loki and the ship of the dead?

MAGNUS CHASE — Official Trailer

Sora and OCLN

What Came From the
Stars

Schmidt, Gary

In a desperate attempt for survival, a peaceful civilization on a faraway planet besieged by a dark lord sends its
most precious gift across the cosmos into the lunch box of Tommy Pepper, sixth grader, of Plymouth,
Massachusetts.

What Came from the Stars by Gary D Schmidt

Sora

Rump: The True
Story of

Rumpelstiltskin

Shurtliff, Liesl

In a kingdom where names are your destiny, Rump is in the enviable position of not knowing his full name. Since
his mom is dead, he lives with his grandmother and they are barely scraping by – until he realizes he can turn
straw into gold. But, as with all magic, there's a price to pay.

Rump: The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin | Book Trailer

Sora & OCLN

http://mrschureads.blogspot.com/2018/10/the-season-of-styx-malone-by-kekla.html
https://youtu.be/Udd_tbbtBhE
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/s/gary-d-schmidt/what-came-from-stars.htm
https://youtu.be/mpqaOP3UdQ8
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Legends of the Lost
Causes

McLelland, Brad and

Sylvester, Louis

A band of orphan avengers. A cursed stone. A horde of zombie outlaws. This is Keech Blackwood’s new life after
Bad Whiskey Nelson descends upon the Home for Lost Causes and burns it to the ground. With his home
destroyed and his family lost, Keech will have to use the lessons he learned from Pa Abner to hunt down the
powerful Char Stone. Luckily, he has the help of a ragtag team of orphans. Together, they’ll travel through
treacherous forests, fight off the risen dead, and discover that they share mysterious bonds as they search for the
legendary stone. Now it’s a race against the clock, because if Bad Whiskey finds the stone first . . . all is lost.

Legends of the Lost Causes Chapter One Read by Brad McLelland

Sora

Gloom Town

Smith, Ronald

Twelve-year-old Rory accepts a job at a haunted hotel in town and never expects to find that his new boss is not
only strange but also not human!  Can Rory and his friend Isabella defeat a group of ancient evil beings who are
determined to take over the world?

Gloom Town Trailer

Sora

The Year I Flew Away

Arnold, Marie

Ten-year-old Gabrielle is excited to be moving from Haiti to the United States.  But when she arrives in Brooklyn all
of her hopes and dreams are deflated.  She gets bullied and has to live with relatives she has never met.  When
she meets a witch who promises to “Americanize” her, Gabrielle makes a deal she soon regrets.

Hear Marie Arnold talk about her new book The Year I Flew Away.

Sora

Tidesong

Xu, Wendy

Sophie is a young witch whose mother and grandmother pressure her to attend the Royal Magic Academy—the
best magic school in the realm—even though her magic is shaky at best. To train for her entrance exams, Sophie is
sent to relatives she’s never met.  Cousin Sage and Great-Aunt Lan seem more interested in giving Sophie chores
than in teaching her magic. Frustrated, Sophie attempts magic on her own, but the spell goes wrong, and she
accidentally entangles her magic with the magic of a young water dragon named Lir.

Lir is trapped on land and can’t remember where he came from. Even so, he’s everything Sophie isn’t—beloved by
Sophie’s family and skilled at magic. With his help, Sophie might just ace her entrance exams, but that means
standing in the way of Lir’s attempts to regain his memories. Sophie knows what she’s doing is wrong, but without
Lir’s help, can she prove herself?

Tidesong — Art of Wendy Xu

Sora

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=av5ME__DCKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTTXa-y8wnE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYEiNuSbhmw
http://www.artofwendyxu.com/tidesong
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Title/ Author Summary Location

Historical Fiction

The Island of the Blue
Dolphins

O’Dell, Scott

In the 1800’s an Indian girl spent eighteen years alone on a beautiful island off the coast of California.  This is
her story of survival. How will Karana contend with the ferocious pack of wild dogs that killed her younger
brother?

Island of the Blue Dolphins (US National Park Service)

SORA and OCLN
Audiobook

Beyond the Bright Sea

Wolk, Lauren

Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth
Islands in Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just hours old, Crow's only
companions are Osh, the man who rescued and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their fierce and affectionate
neighbor across the sandbar. Crow has always been curious about the world around her, but it isn't until the
night a mysterious fire appears across the water that the unspoken question of her own history forms in her
heart. Soon, an unstoppable chain of events is triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger.

Beyond the Bright Sea

Sora and OCLN

Major Impossible

Hale, Nathan

John Wesley Powell (1834–1902) always had the spirit of adventure in him. As a young man, he traveled all
over the United States exploring. When the Civil War began, Powell went to fight for the Union, and even
after he lost most of his right arm, he continued to fight until the war was over. In 1869 he embarked with
the Colorado River Exploring Expedition, ten men in four boats, to float through the Grand Canyon. Over the
course of three months, the explorers lost their boats and supplies, nearly drowned, and were in peril on
multiple occasions. Ten explorers went in, only six came out. Powell would come to be known as one of the
most epic explorers in history! Equal parts gruesome and hilarious, this latest installment in the bestselling
series takes readers on an action-packed adventure through American history.

Hazardous Tales MAJOR IMPOSSIBLE Trailer

Sora

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/islandofthebluedolphins/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAlRqPb0dDI
https://youtu.be/nFx3mBoF-TE
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Title/ Author Summary Location

Humor

The Hero’s Guide to
Saving Your Kingdom

Healey, Christopher

Rejected by their princesses and cast out of their castles, the princes from all those famous fairy tales
stumbled upon an evil plot that could endanger each of their kingdoms. Now it's up to them to take on
trolls, bandits, dragons, witches, and other assorted terrors, and become the heroes no one ever thought
they could be.

The Hero's Guide to Saving Your Kingdom Book Trailer

Sora and OCLN

The Unteachables

Korman, Gordon

The Unteachables are a class of misfits who have been moved to Room 117. These kids never thought they
would find a teacher with a worse attitude than theirs. Meet Mr Kermit, who is one year away from
retirement. Will the Unteachables drive Mr. Kermit to retirement, or will he find some redemption?

The Unteachables by Gordon Korman | Book Talk

Sora and OCLN

The Tapper Twins
Go to War

Rodkey, Geoff

Twelve-year-old fraternal twins Claudia and Reese couldn't be more different... Except in their determination
to come out on top in a vicious prank war! But when the competition escalates to an all-out battle that is
fought from the cafeteria of their New York City private school all the way to the fictional universe of an
online video game, the twins have to decide if their efforts to destroy each other are worth the price.

Book Trailer: Tapper Twins Go to War Book Trailer

Sora and OCLN

Title/ Author Summary Location

Mystery

Spy School

Gibbs, Stuart

Ben Ripley abandons the life of a regular middle school student to attend the CIA’s top-secret Espionage
Academy which everyone thinks is a super elite science academy.  What secrets lurk behind the walls of this
secret academy?

Spy School Series by Stuart Gibbs I Book Trailer

Sora and OCLN

https://youtu.be/edxM4mhyxc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=debHM1Q4tHA
https://youtu.be/pdYXfrkmZHQ
https://youtu.be/EJfJINOW8dQ
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The Parker Inheritance

Johnson, Varian

After her parents’ divorce, Candace and her mother moved from Atlanta to spend the summer in South
Carolina, where her grandmother used to live. Candace is lonely and misses Atlanta. She makes friends with
Brandon, a shy 11-year-old neighbor, and the two of them set out to solve a historical mystery involving
Candace’s grandmother. Along the way they uncover a history of racial tension in the small town and an
intriguing story of identity and fortune.

The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson

Sora and OCLN

Masterminds

Korman, Gordon

Eli Frieden lives in the most perfect town in the world: Serenity, New Mexico. Eli has never left Serenity...
Why would he ever want to? Then one day, he bikes to the edge of the city limits and something so crazy
and unexpected happens, it changes everything. Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate further,
and soon it becomes clear that nothing is as it seems in Serenity. The kids realize they can trust no one -
least of all their own parents.

Masterminds: Criminal Destiny by Gordon Korman | Official Book Trailer

Sora and OCLN

Book Case

Shelton, Dave

Daphne is off to an exclusive girls' boarding school, where she'll be given a brand-new start after her
expulsion. But St. Rita's School for Girls is not your ordinary school. And these are certainly not ordinary
girls. As it turns out, nothing is quite what you'd expect at St. Rita's. But then she meets Emily Lime, a
crime-solving genius, who's looking for a new library assistant. And the book smart Daphne is just the girl
for the job. Mystery and intrigue are about to strike St. Rita's and Emily Lime is going to need all the help
she can get.
The Book Case by Dave Shelton | Scholastic

Sora

Secrets of the
Silver Lion

Otheguy, Emma

Carmen Sandiego is off on another quest to stop VILE from finding the third silver lion and capturing the
Throne of Felipe.  Will Carmen and her crew find the third silver lion before VILE does?  Read and find out!

Secrets Of The Silver Lion (Carmen Sandiego)

Sora

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfOeRc5KByU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9epMG_zeYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTMULuCER4E
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48946832-secrets-of-the-silver-lion
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The Ash House

Walker, Angharad

An unsettling, gripping middle grade debut about searching for a sense of belonging in the wrong places,
and the bravery it takes to defy those who seek to control us. This is Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar
Children meets Lord of the Flies for fans of Neil Gaiman and Holly Black.
When Eleven-year-old Sol arrives at the Ash House, desperate for a cure for his complex pain syndrome, he
finds a community of strange children long abandoned by their mysterious Headmaster.

The children at the Ash House want the new boy to love their home as much as they do. They give him a
name like theirs. They show him the dorms and tell him about the wonderful oasis that the Headmaster has
created for them. But the new boy already has a name. Doesn't he? At least he did before he walked
through those gates…

Angharad Walker introduces The Ash House

Sora

Title/ Author Summary Location

Nonfiction

The Hive Detectives:
Chronicle of a Honey

Bee Catastrophe

Burns, Loree Griffin

This book explores the strange disappearance of honey bees from hives around the world beginning in
2006, it examines the efforts of scientists to discover the cause of the problem, and it includes information
about bees, their hives, and their honey.

The Hive Detectives: Chronicle of a Honey Bee Catastrophe

OCLN

Titanic: Voices from the
Disaster

Hopkinson, Deborah

This text draws on stories from survivors in archival photographs to describe the history of the Titanic from
its launch to its sinking.

Titanic: Voices From the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson | Goodreads

Sora and OCLN
audiobook

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqe3CabXgtI
https://loreeburns.com/the-hive-detective-the-book-2/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12479015-titanic
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All Thirteen: The
Incredible Cave Rescue

Soontorvak, Christina

On June 23, 2018, twelve young players of the Wild Boars soccer team and their coach enter a cave in
northern Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure. But when they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block
their path out. The boys are trapped! Before long, news of the missing team spreads, launching a
seventeen-day rescue operation involving thousands of rescuers from around the globe. As the world sits
vigil, people begin to wonder: how long can a group of ordinary kids survive in complete darkness, with no
food or clean water?

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys Soccer Team - Christina Soontornvat

Sora & OCLN

UFOs and Aliens

Ringstad, Arnold

Do you believe in aliens?  Do you think UFOs are real?  Answer questions you have always pondered by
analyzing photographs and diagrams.  Check out this title from the “Blast off to Space” series and dive deep
into the world of the unknown.

UFOs and Aliens (Blast Off to Space)

Sora

The Genius Under the
Table

Yelchin, Eugene

Drama, family secrets, and a KGB spy in his own kitchen! How will Yevgeny ever fulfill his parents’ dream
that he become a national hero when he doesn’t even have his own room? He’s not a star athlete or a
legendary ballet dancer. In the tiny apartment he shares with his Baryshnikov-obsessed mother,
poetry-loving father, continually outraged grandmother, and safely talented brother, all Yevgeny has is his
little pencil, the underside of a massive table, and the doodles that could change everything. With equal
amounts charm and solemnity, award-winning author and artist Eugene Yelchin recounts in hilarious detail
his childhood in Cold War Russia as a young boy desperate to understand his place in his family.

Genius Under the Table: GROWING UP BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN

Sora

Signs of Survival

Hartman, Renee

Imagine being deaf and Jewish during WWII?  Not only are you afraid for your life because you are Jewish,
but you are at greater risk because you cannot hear soldier boots approaching your home.  This was the
reality for Renee and Herta, two young girls living in Czechoslovakia.  Renee was the only hearing person in
her family.  Her sister and parents were deaf and had to rely on her to be their ears.

Signs of Survival: A Memoir of the Holocaust by Renee Hartman with Joshua M. Greene | Book Trailer

Sora and OCLN

https://soontornvat.com/books/all-thirteen/
https://www.amazon.com/Ufos-Aliens-Blast-Off-Space/dp/1503844749
https://www.eugeneyelchin.com/the-genius-under-the-table/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDmMsD1QFTY
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Title/ Author Summary Location

Realistic Fiction

Paint the Wind

Munoz Ryan, Pam

After her overprotective grandmother has a stroke, Maya, an orphan, leaves her extremely restricted life in
California to stay with her mother's family on a remote ranch in Wyoming. It is here where she discovers
her love of horses and encounters a wild mare that her mother once rode.

Paint the Wind – Pam Muñoz Ryan

Sora

The One Thing You’d
Save

Park, Linda Sue

When a teacher asks her class what one thing they would save in an emergency, some students know the
answer right away. Others come to their decisions more slowly. And some change their minds when they
hear their classmates’ responses. A lively dialogue ignites as the students discover unexpected facets of
one another—and themselves.

OLA 2021 - Linda Sue Park

Sora and OCLN

Look Both Ways

Reynolds, Jason

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dismissal bell rings, and
brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the detours we face on the
walk home, and in life.

Look Both Ways | Book by Jason Reynolds, Alexander Nabaum | Official Publisher Page

Sora

Star Fish

Fipps, Lisa

Ellie is a beautiful starfish.  She finds solace in her pool where she can stretch out and be big and beautiful.
She can escape the constant taunts by classmates and her mother who thinks if she teases her it will
motivate her to diet!

Lisa Fipps introduces Starfish on Vimeo

Sora and OCLN

http://www.pammunozryan.com/paint-the-wind/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHK07uFuKOM
https://www.simonandschuster.biz/books/Look-Both-Ways/Jason-Reynolds/9781481438285
https://vimeo.com/516732530
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Breathing Underwater

Allen, Sarah

Three years ago sisters Olivia and Ruth buried a time capsule on their favorite beach. Now, they’re taking
an RV trip back across the country to uncover the memories they left behind. But Ruth’s depression has
been getting worse, so Olivia has created a scavenger hunt across the country.  All Olivia wants is to take
the picture that makes her sister smile. But what if things can never go back to how they used to be? What
if they never find the treasure they’re seeking?

Breathing Underwater

Sora and OCLN

Merci Suarez Can’t Dance

Medina, Meg

Seventh grade is going to be a real trial for Merci Suárez. For science she’s got no-nonsense Mr. Ellis, who
expects her to be as smart as her brother, Roli. She’s been assigned to co-manage the tiny school store with
Wilson Bellevue, a boy she barely knows, but whom she might actually like. And she’s tangling again with
classmate Edna Santos, who is bossier and more obnoxious than ever now that she is in charge of the
annual Heart Ball.

Newbery Award-Winning Author Meg Medina discusses her new novel Merci Suarez Can't Dance

Sora

Allergic

Wagner Lloyd, Megan

A coming-of-age middle-grade graphic novel featuring a girl with severe allergies who just wants to find the
perfect pet!
At home, Maggie is the odd one out. Her parents are preoccupied with getting ready for a new baby, and
her younger brothers are twins and always in their own world. Maggie loves animals and thinks a new
puppy is the answer, but when she goes to select one on her birthday, she breaks out in hives and rashes.
She's severely allergic to anything with fur!

Allergic by Megan Wagner Lloyd and Michelle Mee Nutter| Official Book Trailer

Sora

Title/ Author Summary Location

Science Fiction

Other Side of the Island

Goodman, Allegra

Honor, living with her mom and dad on Island 365 in the Tranquil Sea, an environment controlled by the
Earth Mother corporation in a post-apocalyptic world, becomes more fearful as she grows older and
realizes that her nonconformist parents are putting the entire family at risk.

The Other Side of the Island by Allegra Goodman

Sora and OCLN

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313258/breathingunderwater
https://vimeo.com/468311346
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pa06LbVEPyE
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/302386/the-other-side-of-the-island-by-allegra-goodman/
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Lost in the Jungle

Nye & Mone

Famed inventor Hank Witherspoon has gone missing, and it's up to Jack and his brilliant siblings, Ava and
Matt, to find him. At Hank's ransacked lab, the siblings discover clues to the project he's working on –a new
way to generate and store electricity, inspired by the electric eels of the Amazon. The kids travel deep into
the Amazon jungle, following the series of clues. Relying on genius, cunning, and new technology, the kids
overcome strange creatures, a raging river, and some new foes to find their friend and protect his big idea.

Bill Nye | Jack and the Geniuses

Sora

Ebb and Flow

Smith, Heather T.

Last year, 11-year old Jett and his mother had moved to a new town for a fresh start after his father went to

jail. But Jett soon learned that fresh starts aren't all they're cracked up to be. When he befriended a boy

with a difficult home life, Jett found himself in a cycle of bad decisions that culminated in the betrayal of a

friend - a shameful secret he still hasn't forgiven himself for. Will a summer spent with his unconventional

grandmother help Jett find his way to redemption?

Ebb and Flow – Heather Smith Author Page

Sora

Alex Rider: Ark Angel
(Graphic Novel)

Horowitz, Anthony

The sniper’s bullet nearly killed him. But Alex Rider managed to survive, just in time for more trouble to

come his way. When kidnappers attempt to snatch a fellow patient from the exclusive hospital where Alex

is recovering, he knows he has to stop him. But the boy he saves is no ordinary patient: He is the son of

Nikolai Drevin, one of the richest men in the world. The eccentric billionaire has been targeted by Force

Three, a group of eco-terrorists who claim his project Ark Angel, the first luxury hotel in outer space, is a

danger to the environment. Soon Alex discovers that Force Three will stop at nothing to destroy Ark Angel,

even if it means sending four hundred tons of molten glass and steel hurtling down to Earth and killing

millions . . . unless Alex can stop them.

Alex Rider graphic novel cover illustration by Amrit Birdi | Ark Angel by Anthony Horowitz

Sora

Title/ Author Summary Location

Sports Fiction

Football Genius

Green, Tim

Troy, a sixth grader with an unusual gift for predicting football plays before they occur, attempts to use his
ability to help his favorite team. But first, he must prove himself to the coach and players.

Book Trailer: Football Hero - Tim Greene

Sora

https://billnye.com/geniuses
https://www.heathertsmith.com/ebb-and-flow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0lmPsm54-4
https://youtu.be/1okyJXmupLg
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Roller Girl

Jamieson, Victoria

This Newbery honor graphic novel is about how a girl deals with the transition summer before going into
middle school. She and her best elementary friend like different things and she signs up for roller derby
camp.  Ultimately the camp teaches her great life lessons, and she gains a friend along the way.

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson

Sora & OCLN

Summer Ball

Lupica, Mike

Leading your travel team to the national championship may seem like a dream come true, but for Danny
Walker, being at the top just means the competition tries that much harder to knock him off. Now Danny's
heading to basketball camp for the summer, and he knows that he's going to need to take his game up a
notch if he wants to match up.

Summer Ball by Mike Lupica | Penguin Random House

OCLN & Sora

Rivals

Greenwald, Tommy

The people of Walthorne love their basketball—and the special rivalry between the Walthorne North
Middle School Cougars and the Walthorne South Middle School Panthers. As the season begins, two star
players are feeling the heat: Austin Chambers, captain of Walthorne North, worries that he’s not good
enough to live up to his father’s legacy, while across town, the talented Carter Haswell, captain of
Walthorne South, is already under pressure to get a scholarship that might ease his family’s financial stress.
While both boys do whatever they can to make sure their team wins, Alfie Jenks, a school sports reporter,
discovers that behind-the-scenes scandals are just as much a part of youth sports as on-the-court action.
When she blows the story wide open, the whole season is jeopardized.

Rivals

Sora

https://youtu.be/mnQSfub4_k0
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/292065/summer-ball-by-mike-lupica/9780142411537
https://www.bookpage.com/reviews/26090-tommy-greenwald-rivals-childrens/

